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l^anglatlon of Document flO , from "^emoriad-el .iiuisterio de Foment o. 1865. 

An acGOuntO;f the Lands of Metlaltoyuca, presented to the -ilinister of 
Fomento,by the Commission of Lxplorati on,l^i charge of ii.ng.Hamon Alraoraz 


In compliance with my orders for the Commission direcmed by me, dated 
Julyl5,l665,I set out with the li^ngineers ,Don Antonio Garcia y' uubas and 
vyilllam Hayfor nuauchinango. The work of the Com. included the following 

tasks; to studythe road from tulancingo to Tuxpan, touching at Huauchinan- 
go:arriving at this point to‘'get in accord with the 5ub Prefect of 'this 
District of the same name, Don Juan B.Campo, with the plan to examine the 
vacano lands Yi/hicn ne mentions in his deport of last Juneifo make a -y 
rough- draft of Vne lands , giving ae the moat important data with the idea 
of their situation and area, make a description of the topography and gIl 
mate: of the productions and other circumstances of said lands; to learn i 
if they can be dedicated with advantage to colonization. 

."j'hen arriving at the point where there exist the ruins of an ancient 
c 1 vi li zati on , of which ©3? Campo spoke extensively i>i his report, make minuTte^ 

discriptions andtake views of them and the more notable objects that may 
be found there. 

The generosity of Av Hay, who is* named equally on the Commission 
kindly placed at my service his knowledge and phot<7jequipment , 

Knowing what we had "oo do I informed t.ie Secretary that in my opinion 
the phot*equlpment was insufficient to carry out the work , considering 

that we were now in the wet season, the light might not be suiicient to 

take the views, and owning to the condition of the roads, some of the equip- 
:ent might be broken and probably the ruins being in dense forrest,the 


viev^s taken would show the ruins of seconday value to the trees. 

Hence I requested an artist who would dedicate himself to representation 
of the ruins :he agreeing with me placed at my disposal two from the i.^at” 

ional Acedemy of San Carlos, Srt velas'jo and Sr. Goto. 

I'he^ the necessary instrumenta were provided by the aational Scientific 
Commission, of the Valley of Yiexico. ~~ ~~ ~ 

I seTected a small Tro’ugTrton & Sims transit and a compass of the same 

make, a Hochon telescope, a thermometer anc a metric ^ tape . I was short an 

instrument for determining the altituce above sea level although the com. 

had a good GayLuasac,! decided not to take it, its construction being too 
delicate for our purpose. 

However Mi? May offered me his aneroid , which I accepted , though I had 

. little confidence in that type 'of inStrume nt ,but I tested it in San Juan 
Teotihuacrn and in Tulanciugo with oiher barometers and it seemed to be 
correct and suitable for our purpose. 

Havin^assembled our equipment we set out on the I6th of July, 3 days 

after re'''eiving our commission. 

I should state here that the season was far from the best for our 
venture,being 1. n the wet season. Those who know the condition of the roads 

at this time.^the roads are very slippery, and the rivers and small streams 
are suddenly flooded and that ■ ou go from one precipice to another. 

The streams carrying all sorts of debris which prevents using a raft 

for passing cargos without getting them soaked. 

In iulancingo and Huauchinango various persons advised us to abandon 
the trip until later in the season. 

/•e listened to them but decided to proceed and with time and persistance 

A-c 




vv'e had to lose soiie ti^ie till the floods diminished or methods were 
found to pass the streams and in this way at the end of three days arrived 
at the iviesa of i^xetlalt oyuca where we found the ruins described by the 5r. 
r: ubpr ef e c t o . 

I On our arrival we divided the work to be done as follows ;i/ir Hay takln(^ ^ 

the archeological part and taking the phot ographs , the artists being at his 
disposal Garcias Gubas to make the plan of the ruins and I to attend to the 
I geographic andthe study of the road. and the vacant lands. 

In the repox’t to the Commission herewith appendedji have the honor to 
manifest the results obtained. 

I 

Mexico, August 30,1965-The Chief of the Scientific Commission of the Valley 
of' Mexico. Ramon Almaraz. 


GgOGRAPHI C SkCTIOH. 

Omitting information on the road from .uexico City to Tulancingo, which is 
well known, and our orders c online 3 ^"lo the part from Tulancingo beyond. 

There are two roads from Tulancingo to Huauchinangoi one passing the rtanch 
of Tenango,and the other the village of iicazuchitlan,bothbad for vehicles. 

The first of about 43 kil. and the second about 49. Both unite at the 
bridge of Totolapa about 8 kil. above Huauchinango. 

According to information given us the, the second though longer is the best 
so we decided to take the second. o go t oHuauchinango by th^ route you 
take a H.". direction, about 16 kil. over flat lands forming the beautiful 


valley of iT\ilancingo,and on the way pass the ^^anch of Hapatec and the vill- 
age of Danta Ana, also the villages of San ./Pedro and Asuncion where tue 

I plain ends and the mountains begin. 

' It begins here with a gentle rise, the difference in altitude between the 

the plain and the highest point of the mountain is «5 95 meters (309 ft.) 

The grades are gentle and easy climbing. Somewhat farther down is located 

the village of Acazuchitlan, which translated means, flower of. the carriso, 

^a reed grass. This village is 8 kil. from the beglining of the pp^Lsixixx 

^ mountains. -Proceeding in the same direction, the land being nearly level, 
passing a number of small ravines, we arrived at a small: plateau called 
; Chacapalapa, which is limited by the river Sotolapa, already mentioned 

At the river of fotolapa we found a stone bridge of two arches which 
is still unfinished and deteriorating. The approaches are not complete 
or the gangway. The approaches are short but steep. The distance from Aca- 
zuchitlan is 1? kil. Beyond the bridge rises another plateau called the 
Venta,and 2 kil, farther the Ranch of Galindo, point from which begins the 


t 


descent to Huauchinango. This 
8 tolO degrees, but considereo 
parts are in bad repair and 0 


descent is heavy foTtr carts, having a grade of 
as a saddle trail- is good, being paved, though 
t*Sers treacherous. 


In Huauchinango, the name^ I was told being derived from Hohuachitnamil , 
signifying, a house of corn stalks, and according to others cuautchinamil, 
meaning wood for arrows, ends the road for carts and beyond is onl;/ a saddle 
trail and pack animals. The road extends i- the same general direct! or* 




( S ) 

as previously mentioned with a downward incline, for 8 k.. In all this 
distance only one ravine has to be crosaed^is there a steep descent 
to the i^eeaxa river, which though considered a saddle trail, is diffictlt 

^^^Next^we cross the Keeaxa river which is the same as we crossed at the 
Totolapa bridge. There is a sort of a bridge over the j.>.ecaxa river, but 
owing to its being constructed of vines, having a high arch, narrow footway, 

and, only used by travelers on foot. Horses and pack animals having to ford 
or swim. The bridge from its fragile construction ossicilates strongly 
when being used. Our artist presents a sketch showing its original constru 
ctlon, P assing the river there is another climb like the descent.! he 

village of Heeaxa is on the margin of the river, about 8 k. from Huauchinan 
go. Heeaxa means "noise in the water". Fasslns the river, and reachir^the 
top you arrive at a small plateau, on which are some fortifications constru- 
cted during the last years of the recent war. The point in our estimation 
was well chosen, there still exist the trenches , covered roads and shelters 
used by the troops. All the eastern and southern parts are protected by 
the Heeaxa river steep precipices s,nd at this point is the famous fall of 
Huauchinango or i^ecaxa as it is also called^which has*f been so well 
described by the pen of the Count of Cortina;! will proceed. 

I will state however that the water falls according to Sr Cabrioto 
134.9 meters. I tried to check this by timing the time it required for 

a part of the ‘stream to make the descent to be about seven seconds , whio/i 
would give a depth of about 239 meters. There is another cascade above this 
but,owi‘ng to the difficult terrain, we could not reach the point. 

It is called the Ventana (window)* The first fall is also called ,Tres 

Chorros, (three streams) from the fact that in flood time thre ai'e three 

divisions in the stream as it goes over the cliff. , ^ .p + 

Tne grades here are so steep as to make it very difficult tor ilnlantry ^ 

Continuing on the road we leave the Hesa on the right , passing through a 

narrow place and proceed on about a level, in a long curve to tne right, 
skirting a high mountaf/i From a point on this road one discovers a beau- 
tiful view of the Falls, of which we also made a sketch. ^ 

A short distance beyond we arrive at a place called Cos Caminos (two 

roads). As the name indicates ,* one passing Xicotepec , the other proceeding 
to Tuxpan, passing the Ranch of San iiLarc os , which is located on the margin 

of the river of the same name,.also as the Jalapl/la, hut in the State of 

Vera Cruz where it enters the Gulf in it known as the Qasones. 

Vve follo-^^eS the road to Jticptepec, which from the junction is almost flat, 
only passing two or three small streams, and to pass them only small de- 
clines and climbs are necessary. ‘ 

Xicotepec they say is derived from a word meaning tired mountain, but 
others say the word is an adulterant and should be I tzintlaltepec , mean- 
ing "at the foot of the mountain, in fact Xico is situated on a small 
plateau , surrounded by mountains. From Xico there are also two roads, the 
first in a X direction called the river road, and the other i-l h and 
called the mountain road. In the dry season the first' is preferred as it 

is more level, but in the wet season it is in, possible for tr 8 .vel,as the 
river has to be crossed 23 times, and is usually flooded, for this reason 
we took the mountain road. 
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Leaving Xico the road is good, and nearly level, for about 4 111. skirting 
the mountain watanca,but from there to Jalapilla it is very bad at this 
season, the grades in many places being steep, the soil being a sticky and 

slippery clay, and many places are found , where deep holes are caused by 
all the animals stepping in the same places, and each making them a bit 
deeper until they become knee deep. In other places there are inclined 
strata of rock of 20 to 25 degrees and it is more dangerous if the animals 
are shod. 

Don't believe we are exagerating the condition of the se^ roads , it is 
sufficient to say that Sr Almaraz who has visited a large part of the high 
mountain roads s^yis , that "these take first place for bad roads." 

The distance from Xico to Jalapilla is 22 kil.. 

L Jallapilla, meaning "sand in the water, "is a small village situated 

about 500 meters from the river, on the right side, from which it takes its ne 
name. ^ve passed this river by means of an arrangeme.it they called a swing. 
It consists of a rope, each end of which is attatched to a ti'ee,one each 
ban|*\,and on this rope a block travels from side to side, pulled byanoi.her 
5^^e. also there is a loop hanging from the block in which the person 

crossing aits. made a sketch of it which we include here with. The 
owners believe it to be safe but, but we were doubtful. The main rope, which 
carries the block is about 6o meters long and only 3 centimeters thick. 

Then the pulley , suppoosed to be a perfect circle is more like a poly- 
gon and the channel for the rope-'^ is very uneven causing undue wear on 
the rope. Passing "he Jallapilla river there is a climb of about 6 kil. 
passing the village of San Pedro Petlacotla, which means "tight rocks in 
in the road". Here the road is very bad, but with the advantage that it is 
not sticky, rocks predominating 

Finishing this climb, which is known as that of San Pedro, we come to a 
level stretch for a short distance and then begin the decline on the north 
side of he hill. This descent is called the i Bimentilla"at the end ofwhlch 
weare in the valley of the Panhuatlan stream , which we ford three times, 
it is narrow and the deepest part which i^e passed was not more than one 

meter In depth, and the water has a low velocity. The length of this flat 
is about 4 kil. bringing us to the Tuxpan (Pantepec ) river. 

On the marging where the pass is located there are a few huts, this village! 

being known as Paso Real(Royal Pass). From the pass begins a stiff climb 
of about 4 kil. ,the road being mostly a sticky clay. i 

The river here is about 150 meters wide. Here we passed ourselves and i 

equipment in a boat and swam the horses across, the river at the time being ; 
too deep to ford. 

Finishing this climb we find ourselves in the village of Pantepec ,meani ng i 

"on the mountain" , and it is near the highest point. The descent from Pan- i 

tepee is about 9 111. , and almost as bad as the ascent , passing which you can 

say you have finished with the mountains and arrived in the Huasteca. 

V\fe now proceed on flat land and cross a small stream known as the Colo- 
tla,9 times. Its width and depth are about the same as the Panhuatlan. dn 


this distance of about 10 kil we again cross the Pantepec river, at a place i 
called Los Haranj os , C the oranges), so called from the abundance of wild j 


oranges 

Here 


and limes in the vicinity, 

we again passed the river in a boat , recently brought here for 

the purpose, the animals swimming across. 

The river here is a little more than 150 meters v^ide .Passing the river 
the road continues on a plane for about 8 k. ;passing adeep small stream 


called"3ali se Puedes 
narrow and steeo banks 


(get out if you can)whlch is well named as it is 
of slippery clay, and the animals frequently fall anc 
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with- pacfc or rider. 

After crossing the Salisepuedea , there is still a level part and the'n a 
moderate grade coming to the top of the Mesa de lUietlaltoyuca, near where 
the ancient ruins are to be found. 

Later we will treat of the iViesa, stating that we are adding a map of the 

road and the lands which we came to study, also a vertical cross section of 
the road, from which a better idea of the variations in elevations of the 
aoayxbK country passed ovei may be seen. 

Ai^IUAL and VLaLTAdLL KIA^GDQ^S. 

To make a thorough study of these branches > it. Is necessary for a person 
tohavespecial training in these sciences, to pass a great deal of time in 
the locality. The vegetation of- the mountain being rich and varied, which 
applies equally to the animal kingdom. 

Considering the little than has been done along these lines in this 
country, it is easjs to believe that many new species may be found in both. 

Before leaving the City we had arranged with the ministry , that a natural- 
ist from theScientif ic Commission of the Valley should accompany us, who 
might have added an article on the subject, who though not having raade a 
formal study of the material at hand, but whose knowledge and hia practice 
would be a great help in producing said article. 

Cnf ortunately ,este Sr. Joriulanuel Villada,who promised to go with us was 
suddenly taken ill, and could not take the journey. 

In order not to leave a vacancy we^Wlll attempt give some ideas. 

On leavinfthe valley of Tulancingo and entering the mountains the,"^'^© 
vegetation begins to become more and more luxuriant , until we reach the 
climax of the tropics, but along the coast it begins to degenerate again. 
Crossing the upper |iateau we only saw pines, soft and hard, and oaks wiLb 
beautif-ul foliage. 

wear iicazuchltlan maguey is cultivated and here it reaches large ainee; 

the village we aa.y^ many apples and beyond blackthorn. 

jujU fxuauchinango the vegetation ie much more luxuriant , the wood., are 
dlflferent varieties of timber and in the town there are so many varieties 

of fruit and flowers it would be difficult to mention them.fou find the 
liquidamber , called oc otzotle ,and beautiful oranges hide the houses. The 
Chinese cabbage reaches colossal sizes and what drew my attention most 
was the corn, which attained the height of 4 to 5 meters and had not yet 
reached maturity. 

From La Venta to Xico you find coffee , mangos and in the woods the giant 
fern, noted for its durabllit and the high color of its fibres. 

Going on down you find bananas , sugar cane jtobaco, cotton, rice and the fruit 
trees of the tropics. 
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